
Dear Bear Hunters,

Responsible hunters
always make sure of their
target.  They don’t shoot
when the light is poor or
when a brief glimpse of a
fleeing  makes identification
difficult. 

Grizzly and black bear identification 
needs to be based on a combination of 
characteristics.  

Have a successful and safe hunt.

Sincerely,

General H. Norman Schwarzkopf
Spokesman for the Be Bear Aware 
& Wildlife Stewardship Campaign
www.BeBearAware.org

Who’s Who?

Know your Bears!



Color and Size can be misleading.
Look for a combination of characteristics.

www.KnowYourBear.org

Black Bear
• Color varies from blond to

black.

• No distinctive shoulder hump.

• Rump is higher than front
shoulders.

• Face profile is straight.

• Ears are tall and pointed.

• Front claws are less than 2
inches long and curved.Claw
marks are not usually visible
in tracks.

Grizzly Bear
• Color varies from blond to

black.

• Distinctive shoulder hump.

• Rump is lower than shoulder
hump.

• Face profile appears dished-in
between eyes and snout.

• Ears are short and rounded.

• Front claws are 2-4 inches
long, slightly curved. Claw
marks are usually visible in
tracks.
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Can you tell which is a grizzly bear
and which is a black bear?

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.

7. 8.






